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The  summary  information  in  this  report  is  intended  to 
provide  teachers,  school  administrators,  students,  and 
interested  others  with  an  overview  of  results  from  the  January 
1990  administration  of  the  English  30  Diploma  Examination. 
The  information  will  be  most  useful  when  teachers  and 
administrators  use  it  in  conjunction  with  the  detailed  school 
and  jurisdiction  reports  that  have  been  mailed  to  school 
jurisdiction  offices.  An  annual  provincial  report  containing 
a detailed  analysis  of  the  combined  January  and  June  results 
will  be  distributed  in  the  fall  of  1990. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  EXAM 

The  English  30  Diploma  Examination  consists  of 
two  parts:  a written-response  section  worth  50%  of  the  total 
examination  mark  and  a multiple-choice  section  worth  50% 
of  the  total  examination  mark. 

Afflm.YEME.NT  QF  STANDARDS 

The  information  reported  is  based  on  the  final  blended  marks 
achieved  by  9 241  students  who  wrote  the  January  1990 
English  30  Diploma  Examination. 

•95.3%  of  these  students  achieved  the  acceptable 
standard  (a  final  blended  mark  of  50%  or  higher). 
•12.2%  of  these  students  achieved  the  standard  of 

excellence  (a  final  blended  mark  of  80%  or  higher). 

PROVINCIAL  AVERAGES 

•The  average  school-awarded  mark  was  65.9%. 

•The  average  diploma  exam  mark  was  64.4%. 

•The  average  final  blended  mark,  representing  an 
equal  weighting  on  the  diploma  and  school 
marks,  was  65.7%. 
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EDUCATION 


PART  A:  WRITTEN  RESPONSE 


The  Part  A:  Written  Response  diploma  examination  in  English  30  is  written  at  a different  time  from  the  Part  B:  Reading  (Multiple 
Choice)  diploma  examination  and  contributes  50%  of  the  total  examination  mark.  Students  are  required  to  write  two  separate  assign- 
ments, each  of  which  assesses  a variety  of  writing  and  thinking  skills. 

The  results  for  Part  A:  Written  Response  are  most  clearly  understood  in  the  context  of  the  assignments  and  the  scoring  descriptors, 
and  are  best  interpreted  by  considering  the  percentage  of  students  achieving  at  (3)  SATISFACTORY  or  better.  Satisfactory  work  that 
meets  the  standards  expected  is  described  in  the  scoring  guide.  Complete  scoring  guides  are  available  in  the  Grade  12  Diploma  Ex- 
aminations Program  Bulletin:  English  30  & English  33:  1989-90  School  Year  (August  1989). 

The  table  below  outlines  the  requirements  for  each  assignment,  the  categories  for  scoring  each  assignment,  the  amount  each  of  those 
categories  contributes  to  the  total  examination  mark  (Parts  A and  B combined),  and  the  percentage  of  students  achieving  at  the  various 
levels  of  expectation. 


PART  A:  WRITTEN-RESPONSE  BLUEPRINT  and  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  RESULTS 


PROPORTION 

OF 

TOTAL  MARK 

(%) 

PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SCORES 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE 
WRITING  ASSIGNMENT 

SCORING 

CATEGORY 

(5) 

EXCELLENT 

(4) 

PROFICIENT 

(3) 

SATISFACTORY 

(2) 

LIMITED 

(1) 

POOR 

(0) 

INS 

Minor  Assignment 
The  student  is  required  to 

1.  Thought  and  Detail 

7.5 

Z7 

25.4 

.54.6 

15.8 

1.2 

0.2 

offer  a personal  response 
to  the  reading  selection 
provided  in  the  examination. 

2.  Writing  Skills 

7.5 

2,4  - 

25.1 

59.2 

12.0 

1.0 

0.2 

Major.Assigiment 
The  major  assignment 

1.  Total  Impression 

5.0 

2.2 

17.4 

543 

24.6 

1.4 

0.2 

maintains  a thematic 
connection  to  the  minor 

2.  Thought  and  Detail 

12.5 

.25  ■ : 

' 18.1 

44.8 

32.0 

2.3 

0.2 

assignment.  The  student  is 
required  to  demonstrate  an 

3.  Organization 

7.5 

2.4 

19.5 

58.5 

18.4 

1.0 

0.2 

appreciation  of  literary  works 
studied  through  a discussion 

4.  Matters  of  Choice 

5.0 

2.7  . 

20.8 

58.8 

16.1 

1.5 

0.2 

of  theme  and  the  literary 
techniques  that  support  that 
theme.  The  student  is  also 
required  to  synthesize 
thoughts  clearly  and  correctly 
in  writing. 

5.  Matters  of 
Convention 

5.0 

3.8 

26.1 

51.8 

16.3 

1.8 

0.2 

Note:  The  shaded  portion  represents  the  percentage  of  students  who  achieved  or  exceeded  a SATISFACTORY  level  of  performance. 

EXAMINER'S  COMMENTS 

According  to  many  teachers,  students  writing  the  January  1990  English  30  Diploma  Examination  Part  A:  Written  Response  were 
generally  reassured  by,  and  even  enthusiastic  about,  the  literary  passage  serving  as  a stimulus  to  the  PERSONAL  RESPONSE  TO 
LITERATURE  assignment.  "The  White  Knight"  allegory  elicited  more  abstract,  philosophical  personal  responses,  however,  than 
detailed  personal  anecdotes.  Many  students  responded  to  the  assignment  by  explaining  the  meaning  of  a "brief  quotation"  rather  than 
by  explaining  why  the  quotation  was  meaningful.  All  of  these  responses  were  legitimate,  given  the  actual  wording  of  the  assignment. 
Teacher  markers  commented,  however,  that  writing  was  more  lively  when  students  wrote  about  personal  experiences.  Abstract, 
philosophical  writing  requires  vivid,  concrete  illustration  if  effective  communication  is  to  result. 

The  Major  Assignment,  LITERATURE  COMPOSITION,  was  quite  manageable  for  most  students.  Students  appeared  to  gain 
confidence  in  their  understanding  of  the  process  of  self-discovery  from  writing  about  "The  White  Knight"  selection  on  the  Minor  As- 
signment 
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EXAMINER’S  COMMENTS  (continued) 

Almost  all  the  students  were  able  to  select  one  or  two  works  of  literature  as  appropriate  illustrations  of  the  Major  Assignment  topic  and 
were  able  to  describe  a character  who  had  experienced  self-discovery.  Students  receiving  average  scores  usually  discussed  the  litera- 
ture by  outlining  the  chronological  actions  of  the  chosen  character.  However,  they  rarely  made  reference  to  the  author's  ideas  about 
self-discovery.  Even  students  who  achieved  below  the  acceptable  standard  demonstrated  an  understanding  of  the  concept  of  "self- 
discovery".  Their  literary  interpretations  may  have  been  incomplete  or  superficial  but  were  usually  clearly  related  to  the  assignment. 

Students  who  achieved  the  standard  of  excellence  were  those  who  went  beyond  merely  relating  details  from  literature  to  the 
assignment  These  students  were  able  to  formulate  thoughtful  thesis  statements  that  reflected  a distillation  of  the  author’s  ideas  about 
self-discovery.  They  developed  their  theses  with  insightful,  carefully  chosen  details,  and  they  wrote  unified  discussions  of  the  control- 
ling thesis. 

Student  essays  at  or  above  the  standard  of  excellence  were  characterized  by  a strong  sense  of  voice,  a voice  that  communicated  confi- 
dence, thoughtfulness,  and  understanding  through  control  of  the  subtleties  that  reflect  students'  understanding  of  nuances  of  meaning 
and  emotional  layers  of  language. 


PART  B:  READING  (MULTIPLE  CHOICE) 


RESULTS 

Results  are  in  average  raw  scores. 

Total  Part  B:  47.4  out  of  70 

Subtest  Results:* 

• Course  content 

-Meanings:  21.0  out  of  30 

- Critical  Response:  16.4  out  of  24 

- Human  Experience  and 

Values:  10.2  out  of  16 


* Readers  are  cautioned  NOT  to  compare 
sublest  results  because  the  subtests  are  not  of 
equal  difficulty.  Readers  should  compare 
these  provincial  subtest  results  with  their 
own  school  results. 


Part  B:  Reading  (Multiple  Choice)  has  a value  of  70  marks,  one  mark  for  each  multiple-choice 
question.  Each  question  is  classified  in  two  ways:  according  to  the  thinking  (process)  skill 
demanded  by  the  question  and  according  to  the  curriculum  content  area  being  tested.  The 
examination  blueprint  illustrates  the  distribution  of  questions  in  January  1990  according  to 
these  classifications. 

Question  Type 
by  Course 

Question  Type  by  Thinking  Skills 

Examination 

Emphasis 

Content 

Literal 

Understanding 

Inference  and 
Application 

Evaluation 

(%) 

Meanings 

5.  13,29,41, 

1,4,  11,  12, 

7,  9,  26, 

30  items 

44,  67 

16,  17,21,38, 
39, 43,  50,51, 
53,  57,  59,  60, 
61,62 

27, 42,  58 

(22%) 

Critical 

14 

3,  6,  10,  15,  19, 

2,  8,  33, 

24  items 

Response 

20,  23,  24, 25, 
28,  35,36, 45, 
46,  47, 49, 56, 
68 

52,55 

(17%) 

Human  Experience 

22,  30,  32, 34, 

18,31,37, 

16  items 

and  Values 

40,  54,  64,  65, 
70 

48,  63,  66, 
69 

(11%) 

Examination 

7 items 

45  items 

18  items 

70  items 

Emphasis  (%) 

(5%) 

(32%) 

(13%) 

(50%) 
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RESULTS  (continued) 


t 

The  following  table  shows  question-by-question  results  and  the  keyed  answer.  There  is  a parallel  table  in  the  school  and  jurisdiction 
reports  showing  the  percentage  of  students  selecting  each  alternative.  From  this  table,  teachers  can  determine  areas  of  strength  and 
weakness  in  the  achievement  of  their  students  relative  to  the  province  as  a whole  and,  consequently,  areas  of  strength  and  weakness  in 
their  programs. 


OUES. 

KEY 

PIFF* 

OUES. 

KEY 

DIFF. 

OUES. 

KEY 

DIFF. 

OUES. 

KEY 

DIFF. 

OUES. 

KEY 

DIFF. 

1 

B 

66.5 

15 

D 

66.4 

29 

B 

57.7 

43 

B 

76.3 

57 

D 

72.1 

2 

A 

87.9 

16 

B 

79.4 

30 

A 

53.1 

44 

B 

72.9 

58 

A 

52.2 

3 

C 

58.6 

17 

B 

73.8 

31 

A 

683 

45 

C 

64.2 

59 

C 

70.3 

4 

A 

57.8 

18 

C 

67.8 

32 

B 

36.1 

46 

D 

623 

60 

D 

69.7 

5 

C 

65.4 

19 

B 

68.2 

33 

D 

57.0 

47 

C 

62.6 

61 

B 

80.4 

6 

C 

70.1 

20 

D 

72.9 

34 

C 

86.1 

48 

A 

67.1 

62 

D 

67.8 

7 

D 

72.4 

21 

A 

79.9 

35 

C 

37.4 

49 

C 

68.1 

63 

B 

63.6 

8 

D 

70.1 

22 

A 

59.5 

36 

B 

74.8 

50 

A 

85.1 

64 

D 

613 

9 

A 

70.6 

23 

A 

80.1 

37 

D 

48.8 

51 

D 

73.8 

65 

B 

71.8 

10 

A 

72.4 

24 

D 

72.1 

38 

C 

72.5 

52 

A 

61.5 

66 

B 

74.1 

11 

B 

88.3 

25 

B 

87.3 

39 

C 

86.6 

53 

A 

75.8 

67 

C 

61.0 

12 

A 

65.4 

26 

D 

72.2 

40 

A 

54.4 

54 

C 

78.9 

68 

A 

72.4 

13 

D 

54.0 

27 

D 

59.8 

41 

C 

49.4 

55 

C 

57.7 

69 

B 

56.0 

14 

D 

48.1 

28 

C 

83.1 

42 

D 

66.4 

56 

c 

74.2 

70 

D 

683 

♦Difficulty  - percentage  of  students  answering  the  question  correctly 


EXAMINER'S  COMMENTS 

Part  B:  Reading  (Multiple  Choice)  is  designed  to  test  a variety  of  important  skills.  Students  receiving  credit  in  English  30 
are  expected  to  have  developed  a wide  range  of  critical  reading  skills,  to  have  acquired  a vocabulary  that  enables  them  to  read 
and  to  understand  both  traditional  and  contemporary  literary  works  and  nonfiction  such  as  that  required  of  students  advancing 
to  postsecondary  studies,  and  to  have  developed  an  understanding  of  the  technical  aspects  of  literature  and  the  English  lan- 
guage. Students  are  expected  to  show  an  ability  to  draw  inferences  from  their  reading  and  to  understand  material  that  relies  on 
metaphor  and  symbol  for  meaning.  Thus,  students  who  perform  best  on  the  examination  read  the  selections  closely,  imagining 
the  world  created  by  the  writer.  They  read  the  questions  and  alternative  answers  very  carefully,  checking  the  text  to  confirm 
their  choice  of  answer. 


Student  performance  on  Part  B:  Reading  (Multiple  Choice)  of  the  January  1990  English  30  Diploma  Examination  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  following  questions  have  been  selected  for  discussion  to  illustrate  some  of  the  decisions  (good 
and  bad)  that  students  made  in  responding  and  to  show  some  of  the  skills  and  background  knowledge  necessary  for  success. 
Achievement  on  these  questions  reveals  how  students  achieving  at  or  above  the  standard  of  excellence  on  Part  B:  Reading 
(Multiple  Choice)  apply  thinking  skills  rather  than  giving  only  cursory  or  superficial  consideration  to  the  task  set  by  the 
question.  References  to  the  standard  of  excellence  and  the  acceptable  standard  refer  to  achievement  on  Part  B:  Reading 
(Multiple  Choice)  only,  unless  otherwise  noted. 


Questions 

29.  When  Lucius  says  "We  are  quits  now,  as  to  killing  - you  and  I" 
(lines  34-35),  he  means  that 

A.  he  is  weary  of  strife  and  bloodshed 
*B.  both  he  and  Caesar  are  responsible  for  murder 

C.  he  believes  Ptolemy  ordered  Pothinus  to  be  killed 

D.  both  he  and  Caesar  are  responsible  for  seeking  peace 


Comments 

Question  29:  Students  who  correctly  answered  this  question  under- 
stood the  purpose  of  all  details  in  a given  passage  of  literature;  in  this 
case,  an  excerpt  from  the  play  Caesar  and  Cleopatra.  The  list  of 
characters  and  the  stage  directions  provide  the  information  necessary 
to  answer  this  question  correctly.  74.1%  of  all  students  achieving  the 
standard  of  excellence  on  the  whole  examination  were  successful  on 
this  question. 


Only  45.3%  of  those  achieving  at  or  below  the  acceptable  standard  on 
the  examination  answered  correctly.  This  distribution  suggests  that 
high  achieving  students  easily  met  the  expectation  of  the  question  in 
that  they  attended  to  several  details  when  drawing  conclusions. 
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EXAMINER’S  COMENTS  (continued) 


Questions 


Comments 


33.  In  comparing  the  remarks  of  Britannus  and  Caesar  on 
the  subject  of  punishment  (lines  58-60  and  65-77),  the 
MOST  SIGNIFICANT  difference  is  that 

A.  Britannus  seeks  glory,  Caesar  seeks  peace 

B.  Britannus  is  sentimental,  Caesar  is  hardened 

C.  Britannus  has  a sensitive  social  conscience,  Caesar 
does  not 

*D.  Britannus  believes  in  absolutes,  Caesar  recognizes 
their  peril 


Question  33  required  that  students  make  a judgment  demanding  a 
high  degree  of  refinement.  Only  57%  of  all  students  were  successful 
by  choosing  D.  However,  84.1%  of  the  students  who  achieved  the 
standard  of  excellence  on  the  examination  as  a whole  chose  the 
correct  answer.  As  many  as  35%  of  low  scoring  students  chose  A, 
perhaps  because  they  failed  to  recognize  in  this  context  what 
"SIGNIFICANT"  meant  or  because  they  found  such  judgments  very 
difficult  to  make.  The  statistical  distributions  show  that  for  the  low 
achieving  group,  there  was  almost  equal  appeal  of  alternatives  B and 
C,  with  only  29.3%  selecting  D. 


These  results  reflect  expectations  that  close  reading  and  refined 
judgments  are  not  easily  achieved.  Students  answering  correctly 
have  demonstrated  that  they  can  confirm  judgments  by  checking  the 
text  and  that  they  can  determine  characters’  motives  from  characters’ 
words  in  demanding  and  subtle  literature. 

Question  35  required  that  students  understand  the  subtleties  of  figu- 
rative language.  Only  37%  of  all  students  correctly  chose  C as  the 
answer.  Results  indicate,  however,  that  students  achieving  the 
standard  of  excellence  on  the  examination  as  a whole  understood  the 
difference  between  an  extended  metaphor  and  verbal  irony,  a re- 
quirement not  unreasonable  for  all  students  successfully  completing 
English  30.  63%  of  the  students  achieving  the  standard  of  excel- 
lence on  the  whole  examination  answered  correctly,  indicating  that 
they  have  these  required  skills. 

Success  on  the  question  also  depended  heavily  upon  skill  in  close 
reading.  Students  could  recognize  the  irony  of  Caesar's  comment  to 
Cleopatra,  "I  am  only  a dreamer”,  if  they  remembered  Cleopatra's 
earlier  rebuke,  "I  am  not  Julius  Caesar  the  dreamer"  (line  43).  Alter- 
native A is  a statement  of  fact,  not  a figurative  statement,  and 
alternative  B,  although  forceful,  is  also  a literal  statement. 

Students  who  were  unsuccessful  on  the  examination  as  a whole  or 
who  achieved  just  the  acceptable  standard  appeared  not  to  have 
either  the  background  knowledge  about  metaphor  and  irony  or  the 
close  reading  skills  required  for  success  on  this  question.  These 
students  appeared  to  have  guessed:  28%  selected  A,  25%  selected 
C,  and  33%  selected  D.  Slightly  fewer  selected  B. 

The  entire  excerpt  from  Caesar  and  Cleopatra  demanded  a high 
level  of  reading  skill.  Question  37  is  one  of  several  questions  that 
required  an  awareness  of  a range  of  speaker  tone:  arrogance,  fear, 
contempt,  resignation,  admiration.  69.4%  of  the  students  achieving 
*D.  self-serving,  concerned  for  his  own  welfare  the  standard  of  excellence  on  the  whole  examination  answered 

correctly,  indicating  that  they  were  able  to  recognize  the  selfishness 
behind  Rufio’s  admiration  of  Cleopatra,  and  the  fear  that  gives  rise  to 
his  subsequent  contempt  of  her,  19.5%  of  the  high  scoring  students 
chose  alternative  B,  indicating  that  they  failed  to  recognize  the  irony  in  Rufio’s  responses.  It  is  not  surprising  that  students 
unsuccessful  on  the  examination  as  a whole  or  achieving  just  at  the  acceptable  standard  appeared  to  have  guessed:  22.2% 
selected  A,  31.7%  selected  B,  and  14.9%  selected  C.  Alternatives  A,  B,  and  C all  contain  a measure  of  correctness.  Less 
successful  students  were  not  able  to  make  the  demanding  judgment  required. 

For  further  information,  contact  Elana  Scraba  or  Gail  Gates  at  Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch,  427-2948. 


35.  In  which  of  the  following  quotations  does  the  speaker 
use  verbal  irony? 

A.  "He  is  as  dead  as  Pompey"  (line  34) 

B.  "he  insulted  me  - me,  the  Queen"  (line  48) 

*C.  "I  am  only  a dreamer"  (lines  85-86) 

D.  "Caesar's  head  is  ripe"  (line  131) 


37.  Rufio  is  characterized  as  being  MAINLY 

A.  opinionated  and  seeking  recognition 

B.  respectful  to  and  admiring  of  Caesar 

C.  impressed  by  and  attracted  to  Cleopatra 
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